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 EXCHANGES
Delay in cost-sharing subsidy suit 
until May
On February 21, House Republicans and the Department of 
Justice filed a joint motion to delay filing a status report of 
House v Burwell until May 22. House v Burwell challenged 
the constitutionality of the cost-sharing subsidies for the 
insurance exchanges.

READ MORE…

ACA repeal and replace bill leaked
On February 24, a draft bill to repeal and replace the ACA 
was leaked. Of note, the bill would repeal the individual 
mandate, provide tax credits to purchase coverage based 
upon age, create high-risk pools, and provide capped per-
capita Medicaid funding, among other provisions. Republican 
leaders maintain that the draft bill is outdated.

READ MORE…

Health plan leaders meet with 
President Trump
On February 27, representatives from Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Cigna, Humana, UnitedHealth Group, Aetna, Anthem, Kaiser 
Permanente and AHIP met with President Trump. While not 
specific about ACA repeal and replace proposals, President 
Trump vowed to work with health plans during this time. 
Health plan leaders emphasized the need to maintain market 
stability during the transition to a new healthcare policy, while 
keeping the enrollment numbers at their current levels.

READ MORE…

President Trump outlines principles 
for ACA repeal and replace
On February 28, President Trump provided principles for 
ACA repeal and replace during a speech to a joint session 
of Congress. These principles include providing tax credits 
to purchase coverage, ensuring access to coverage for 
pre-existing conditions, providing states with resources and 
flexibility for Medicaid, selling coverage across state lines, 
and ensuring affordability of prescription drugs.

READ MORE…

Molina interviews with Kaiser
On March 2, Kaiser Health News released an interview 
with Dr. J Mario Molina, CEO of Molina Healthcare. Molina 
recommends that the ACA receive a “tune-up.” Molina also 
notes that the ACA risk transfer formula is “wrong;” Molina 
believes the risk formula punishes efficiency rather than 
helps higher-risk enrollees.

READ MORE…

 MEDICARE/MEDICAID
Wyman report estimates 2 percent  
MA cut
On February 22, Oliver Wyman released a report finding that 
the 2018 Advance Notice would result in an estimated 2 
percent reduction to MA net revenues if finalized. The cut 
includes a 2.1 percent cut through the health insurance tax 
and a 1.9 percent cut through risk adjustment policies.

READ MORE…

CMS releases December 2016 
Medicaid statistics
On February 28, CMS released the December 2016 Medicaid 
enrollment statistics. Over 68.6 million were enrolled in Medicaid 
in the 51 states reporting December 2016 data. The report 
includes state-by-state statistics.

READ MORE…

http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/320476-house-justice-department-again-delay-obamacare-lawsuit-over-payments-to
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/321029-leaked-obamacare-bill-outlines-gop-plan
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/02/27/trump-urges-insurers-to-work-together-to-save-americans-from-obamacare/?utm_term=.fb47c3670f27
http://www.latimes.com/politics/washington/la-na-essential-washington-updates-trump-lays-out-five-principles-for-1488337137-htmlstory.html
http://khn.org/news/faring-better-than-many-aca-insurers-molina-backs-health-law-tuneup/
https://ahip.org/new-report-shows-that-medicare-advantage-payments-wont-keep-pace-with-costs-in-2018/
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/program-information/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-data/report-highlights/index.html
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House members send letter to CMS 
advocating for MA plans
On February 28, 261 House members sent a joint letter 
to CMS requesting that it protect MA plans from harmful 
policies in the 2018 final call letter. The letter contains 
language advocated by Altegra Health that MA plans provide 
assistance applying to community-based programs.

READ MORE…

Finance Committee advances Verma 
nomination
On March 2, the Senate Finance Committee approved 
Seema Verma for CMS Administrator by a 13-12 vote. 
Only Republicans voted in favor of the nomination. The 
nomination now heads to the full Senate for consideration.

READ MORE…

https://guthrie.house.gov/latest-news/guthrie-leads-bipartisan-effort-to-secure-medicare-advantage/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/finance-committee-advances-cms-administrator-nominee



